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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  Year  ending  51st  December ^ 1949, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon 
the  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  work  of  your  District  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1949. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION.  There  is  an  increase  of  140  in  the  Registrar  General's 
estimate  of  the  total  population  from  24,170  in  1948  to  24,310 
in  1949. 

BIRTH  RATE.  The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  shows 
a slight  decrease,  being  15.7  in  1949  and  16.7  in  1948.  There 
were  23  fewer  births  in  1949  than  in  1948,  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  16.7  in  1949. 

The  still-birth  rate  shows  an  increase  from  0.33  in  1948 
to  0.41  in  1949.  The  still  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the 
population  was  0.39  in  1949  for  England  and  Wales.  There  wore 

10  still-births  in  1949  compared  with  8 in  1948. 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE.  The  death  rate  for  1949  was  9.9  per  thousand 
of  the  population  which  is  the  same  figure  as  for  the  year  1948. 

The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  10.8  for  1948  and  11.7  for 
1949.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1949  was  241j  in  1948,  239. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  The  death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  per  thousand  live  births  was  28.8.  This  figure  shows  an 
increase  on  that  of  1948  which  was  24.7. 

The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  32  in 
1949.  The  slight  rise  of  4.1  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for 
1949  is  due  partially  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  births  for 
that  year  and  partially  to  an  Increase  in  the  total  number  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year.  There  wore  11  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  in  1949  and  10  in  1948.  4 deaths 

were  due  to  "prematurity”  in  1949  and  3 in  1948.  In  both  years 
the  number  of  neo-natal  deaths  was  6 - ( in  1949  4 were  due  to 
"prematurity",  1 to  Gastro  Enteritis  and  1 to  Ruptured  Meningocele). 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under’  2 years  of  age . 

There  were  3 deaths  from,  this  cause  in  1949  giving  a rate 
of  7.8  per  thousand  live  births  compared  with  a rate  of  3.0  per 
thousand  live  births  for  England  and  Wales.  In  1948  there  were 
no  deaths  from  this  cause  under  two  years  of  age. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.  One  mate.rnal  death  was  registered  in  1949 
making  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  2.5  per  thousand  total  (live 
and  still)  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.98  per 
thousand  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 
head  the  list.  The  number  of  deaths  is  108  in  1949  and  104  in 
1948. 

Deaths  from  cancer  numbered  36  in  1949  compared  with  49 
in  1948,  see  the  following  details  ?- 
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1949 

M.  F. 


De- 

crease 


Buccal  cavity  and  oesoph  (m) 


uterus  (f)  1 5 
Stomach  and  Duodenum  4 2 
Cancer  of  breast  - 5 
Cancer  of  other  sites  10  9 


1948 

Hi 

3 2 

5 3 

5 

22  9 


In- 

crease 


1 

2 

12 


Deaths  from,  respiratory  diseases  have  increased  from  15  in 
1948  to  22  in  1949,  There  were  7 more  deaths  from  'Bronchitis’ 
in  1949  than  in  1948. 

The  number  of  cases  of  suicide  was  one  in  1949  as  against 
4 in  1948. 

There  was  one  death  from  'Diabetes  in  1949  as  against  3 in 

1948. 

Diseases  classed  as  'other  digestive  disorders'  showed  a 
decrease  of  4 in  1949  there  being  5 in  that  year  as  compared  with 
nine  in  1948. 


TUBERCULOSIS . The  mortality  rate  for  all  forms  of  the  disease 
showed  a decided  decrease;  the  rate  for  1949  being  0.29  compared 
with  the  England  and  Wales  figure  of  0.45  per  thousand  civilian 
population.  In  1948  the  rate  for  this  District  was  0.702  per 
thousand  of  the  civilian  population  and  for  England  and  Wales 
0.51  per  thousand  population. 

In  1949,  7 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
registered  and  none  from  other  forms  of  the  disease.  In  1948 
there  were  16  deaths  from.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  from 
Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  42  new  cases  notified  in  1949  (39  Pulmonary 
and  3 Non-pulmonary)  an  incr^^aso  of  8 on  the  number  notified  in 
1948  which  were  25  Pulmonary  and  9 Non-pulmonary. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  the  Pulmonary  form  of  the 
disease  notified  during  the  year  has  increased  to  39  in  1949  from 
25  in  1948.  This  is  the  highest  number  of  new  cases  notified  in 
a year  during  the  last  ten  years,  though  the  number  of  35  cases 
notified  in  1944  comes  near  it.  There  was  an  increase  of  10  in 
the  number  of  males  notified  in  1949.  The  oldtr  age  group  of 
45  - 55  years  showed  an  increase  of  5,  The  65  and  over  age 
group  showed  an  Increase  of  2,  and  the  20  - 25  age  group  showed 
an  Increase  of  3 males.  The  number  of  fom.ale  notifications 
showed  a much  slighter  increase  of  4. 

The  Increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  Pulmjonary 
Tuberculosis  notified  in  1949  is  shown  in  age  groups  and  is 
particularly  noticeable  in  the  young  adult  group,  and  also  in 
middle  aged  and  older  people. 


Children  5-10  years  showed  increase  of  1 
Young  adults  15  - 20  2 
Young  adults  20  - 25  ’*  4 
45  - 55  '*  **  5 
65  and  over  ” " " 2 


The  number  of  new  cases  of  Non-pulmonary  has  decreased  to 
3 notified  in  1949  from  9 in  1948. 

Improved  methods  of  diagnosis,  in  some  cases  earlier 
diagnosis,  may  partially  account  for  the  increase  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  notifications  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  problem, 
of  the  tubercular  patient  and  those  at  risk  around  him  requires 
very  careful  attention.  The  importance  of  early  sanatorium 
treatment,  suitable  housing  accommodation,  preventive  and  hygienic 
measures  for  the  other  members  of  the  family,  especially  children 
and  young  adults  exposed  to  Infection,  need  to  be  stressed. 

The  total  number  of  'live'  cases  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  113  - of  these  93  were  Pulmonary  and  20  Non- 
pulmionary.  The  num.bers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1948  were 
89  - of  these  70  were  Pulmonary  and  19  Non-pulmonary. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  The  notifications  of  these  diseases  are 
set  out  in  a separate  table  of  the  report. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year  was  421  compared  with  799  in  1948. 

The  decline  in  the  total  number  is  largely  due  to  the 
steep  decrease  in  the  number  of  Chlckenpox  cases  notified  in  the 
two  years,  i.e.,  365  in  1948  and  98  in  1949. 

The  incidence  of  Measles  decreased  from  226  in  1948  to 
174  in  1949  and  that  of  Whooping  Cougji  from  131  in  1948  to  53 
in  1949. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1949  was  less  than  half 
that  of  1948,  i.e.,  13  cases  notified  in  1949  28  in  1948. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  this  decrease  in  the  incidence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  as  during  1949  only  cases  requiring  hospital  treat- 
ment on  medical  or  social  grounds  were  admitted  to  hospital, 
viz;  6 cases  out  of  the  total  number  of  13.  Prior  to  1949 
nearly  all  cases  wore  admitted  to  hospital  {2^  out  of  31  in  1948). 
The  Illness  was  uniformly  of  a mild  type  and  whether  this  is  due 
to  a diminution  of  the  virulence  of  the  streptococcus  concerned 
or  to  modern  methods  of  treatment,  or  partially  to  both  factors, may 
be  elucidated  as  time  goes  on. 

The  52  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred  at  the  St. Nicholas 
Hospital . 

There  was  a single  case  of  Food  Poisoning  due  to  Salmonella 
Typhi-murium.  The  infection  occurred  outside  the  district  and 
the  patient  was  referred  as  a suspected  case. 

No  confirmed  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  during 
the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria, 

Two  Smallpox  contacts,  one  from  3.S.  Mooltan  and  the  other 
a contact  of  a confirmed  case  in  the  south  were  kept  under 
surveillance  until  the  incubation  period  was  cleared. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  immunisation  came  under  the  administration  of  the  South 
Area  Health  Sub-Committee  in  July,  1948.  Immunisation  is 
carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  (children 
0-5  years),  at  the  Schools  (children  5-15  years)  and  by  the 
general  practitioners  of  the  District.  Special  attention  is 
given  to  reinforcing  injections  at  suitable  Intervals. 

It  is  stated  (Medical  Research  Council  Report  272  published 
March,  1950)  that  ’’Unless  the  proportion  of  the  immunised 
population  is  kept  up  to  the  75^  level,  protection  against 
epidemic  diphtheria  cannot  reasonably  be  assured.  It  is  there- 
fore of  the  utmost  importance  for  parents  to  realise  that  active 
immunisation  in  the  first  year  of  life  and  reinforcing  dosus  of 
prophylactic  in  later  years  are  just  as  necessary  in  the  absence 
of  diphtheria  epidemics  as  in  their  presence**. 

The  experience  in  this  district  and  in  the  country 
generally  seems  to  bear  this  out  as  far  as  can  be  seen  at  present. 

In  1949  the  number  of  children  immunised  at  0 - 5 years 
increased  to  61%  in  1949  from  65^  in  1948  and  that  of  the  5-15 
year  old  children  increased  from.  82^  to  94^  making  a total 
average  percentage  of  83^  as  against  75^  in  1948. 


Number  of  Children  who  completed  a Full 
course  of  Primary  Immunisation  in  the 
Authority’s  Area  during  the  year  1949 

Total  number  of 
children  who  were 
given  a Secondary 
or  reinforcing 
injection. 

Age  at  dat 
Under  5 

e of  final  in 

5-15 

jectlon 

Total . 

340 

7 

347 

329. 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

ATBULANGE  SERVICE.  This  service  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Council  has  a station  at  Gosforth  which 
covers  not  only  the  Urban  District  but  the  adjacent  parts  of  the 
South  Area  and  works  in  conjunction  with  the  Newburn^  Ponteland 
and  Dinnington  Stations.  There  are  six  drivers  including  a 
driver  in  charge.  Two  new  ambulances  were  brought  into  use  in 
1949. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE.  This  service  is  administered  by  the  South 
Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  County  Council  and  has  expanded 
considerably.  Home  helps  were  supplied  in  Gosforth  through  the 
South  Area  Health  Office  in  72  cases  (illnessj  confinement  or 
old  age)  between  April  to  December,  1949. 

MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE.  This  service  is  now 
adm.inistered  by  the  County  Council.  Regular  sessions  are  held 
at  the  Maternit^r  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  for  babies,  children 
and  expectant  mothers,  and  for  dental  treatment  and  the  treatm.ent 
of  eye  defects  and  skin  diseases. 

HOUSING.  The  num.ber  of  applications  for  Council  houses  was 
955  at  the  end  of  1949.  Since  1944,  746  Council  houses  have 
been  built  and  occupied;  64  of  them  being  erected  during  1949. 

Six'  applicants  with  a case  history  of  tuberculosis  were 
given  more  suitable  housing  accomm.odation  during  1949. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949.  Two  milk  samples  were 
found  to  contain  Tubercle  Babilli,  In  one  case,  action  was 
taken  under  Section  20  of  the  above  regulations  and  the  milk 
pasteurised  before  being  sold  for  human  consumption.  The  details 
of  the  action  taken  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspe  ctor . 

NATIONAL  assistance  ACT,  1948,  Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead  - 
Section  50. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section. 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 

attention  - Section  47. 

Three  cases  were  investigated  under  this  Section  involving 
17  visits.  No  formal  action  was  found  necessary  under  this 
section. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA.  The  details  under  this 
section  have  been  compiled  by  Mr.  Stenger,  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector . 


I wish  to  thank  the  Council,  Health  Committee,  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  Mr.  Stenger  and  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for 
their  valuable  help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUI^MARY  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Particulars  of  District. 


Area  ( in  acres ) 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  rate. 

Rateable  value 


1,739 
24,310 
books  7,036 
£927 
£222,473 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Males  Females 


Live  Births  (legitimate) 

Live  Births  (illegitimate) 

Still  births 
Deaths 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Still  births  per  1,000  population 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 


198 

175 

373 

5 

4 

9 

7 

3 

10 

101 

140 

241 

15.7 

0.41 

9.9 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  was  one  maternal  death. 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year . 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 


28.8 

26.2 

2.6 


Deaths . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  36 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  3 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


Males . 


ALL  CAUSES.  101 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 
Cerehro-spinal  fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  4 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Syphilitic  Diseases 

Influenza  1 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

Acute  infectious  Encephalitis  1 

Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  - M 1 

uterus  - F 

Cancer  of  stom.ach  and  Duodenum  4 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  10 

Diabetes  1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  10 

Heart  Disease  42 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System  2 

Bronchitis  6 

Pneumonia  2 

Other  respiratory  Diseases  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum  1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  1 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases  2 

Nephritis  5 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 

Premature  birth  1 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  Injuries  1 

Suicide  1 

Road  Traffic  accidents  1 

Other  violent  causes 

All  other  causes  3 


pb  males . 


140 


3 


5 

2 

5 

9 

16 

55 

9 

7 

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  & DEATHS  FOR  THE  PAST  20  YEARS  (1930-1949) 


as  compared  with  Rates  of  England  and  Wales . 


General  Death  Rate. 

Infantile 

Ra1 

Mortality 
:e  . 

Birth  Rate 

Year 

Gosf orth 

England 

Gosf orth 

England 

Gosf orth 

England 

& Wales . 

& Wales 

& Wales 

1930 

8.2 

11.4 

32.0 

60 

9.8 

1-6.9 

1931 

11.0 

12.3 

78.0 

66 

10.6 

16.4 

1932 

9.6 

12.0 

51.9 

65 

12.6 

15.9 

1933 

10.27 

12.3 

27,7 

64 

11.8 

15.0 

1934 

9.51 

11.8 

47.6 

59 

11.4 

15.4 

1935 

9.8 

12.1 

73.5 

57 

11.4 

15.3 

1936 

10.6 

12.1 

76.9 

59 

12.7 

15.4 

1937 

11.4 

12.4 

42.9 

58 

12.9 

15.5 

1938 

11.0 

11.6 

32.4 

53 

13.6 

15.7 

1939 

9.78 

12.1 

18.0 

50 

13.4 

15.5 

1940 

11.24 

14.3 

64.4 

55 

13.6 

15.1 

1941 

10.0 

11.6 

50.2 

53 

11.2 

15.7 

1942 

9.47 

11.6 

13.6 

49 

14.4 

16.3 

1943 

10.7 

12.1 

24.1 

49 

16.4 

17.0 

1944 

10.7 

11.6 

29.6 

46 

18.2 

18.1 

1945 

13.1 

11.4 

36.2 

46 

16.0 

16.5 

1946 

10.6 

11.5 

22.8 

43 

17.6 

19.6 

1947 

9.1 

12.0 

23.6 

41 

18.7 

21.0 

1948 

9.9 

10.8 

24.7 

34 

16.7 

18.3 

1949 

9.9 

11.7 

28.8 

32 

15.7 

15.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Broncho  Pneumonia 
Influenzal  Gastro  Enteritis 
Gastro  Enteritis 
Gastro  Enteritis 

Heart  Failure  & Gastro  Enteritis 

Prematurity 

Prematurity 

Prem.atur Ity , Multiple  Abscesses 
Prematurity 
Ruptured  Meningocele 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 


4 months 
2 months 

5 months 

2 weeks 
7 months 
11  hours 
15  m.inutes 

3 weeks 
9 hours 
2 weeks 
1 month 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  table  on  Page  9 gives  the  number  and  age  groups  of 
the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  and  isolation  are 
removed  to  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  at  Walker  Gate.  This 
hospital  is  now  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 


Appended  is  a summary  of  Bacteriological  Reports  received 
from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle  General 
Hospital,  on  specimens  submitted  by  local  medical  practitioners 
and  by  the  Health  Department  » 


Positive , 

Negative . 

Total . 

Throat  swabs  for  Haemolytic 
Streptococci 

12 

26 

38 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria 

- 

23 

23 

Specimiens  of  blood  for  Wasserman 
Reaction 

1 

125 

126 

Specimens  of  Faeces  for  organisms 

3 

10 

13 

Specimens  of  sputum  for 
Tuberculosis 

24 

62 

86 

Specimen  of  gastric  juice  for 
Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

41 


247 


288 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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FOOD  POISONING  RETURN  1949. 


Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents  ; 

Total  outbreaks  Nil.  Total  cases 


Outbreaks  due  to; 


(a)  Chemical  poisons  Nil 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms  Nil 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin)  Nil 

(d)  01.  Botulinum  Nil 

(e)  Other  bacteria  Nil 


Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause  ; 


Total  outbreaks  Nil.  Total  cases 


Single  cases; 


Agent  Identified 


Unknown  cause 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Total 


Salmonella  Typhi-mur ium,  * 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Year 

No.  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria 

No . of 
Deaths . 

1935 

54 

1 

1936 

39 

- 

1937 

25 

- 

1938 

27 

2 

1939 

23 

1 

1940 

8 

1 

1941 

9 

- 

1942 

10 

1 

1943 

5 

1 

1944 

12 

1’ 

1945 

15 

- 

1946 

5 

- 

1947 

3 

- 

1948 

3 

- 

1949 

1 

- 

- 

12 


o 

o 

> 

1-3 

H 


1-3 

> 

td 

tr^ 

K 


o 

1-3 

a 

tx) 

m 

w 

o 

e] 

tr* 

o 

CO 

H 

CO 

CO 

^3 

> 

(-3 

H 

CO 

o 

CO 


o 

S3 

Sd 

IT' 

O 

S 

> 

S3 

CO 


<jj  cn 

rfi>  cn 

ro 

M 

H 

cn 

H 

c3 

1 

> 

Oi  cn 

cn 

cn 

cn  o cn  o 

ti 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

p 

8°  cs  cn 

cn 

CO  CO 

M 

M 

p 

1 

cn 

cn  Cn 

cn 

cn  o 

cn  o 

Cn 

Si 

1 

i-d 

o 

1 

p 

H 

1 

Si 

o 

o 

p 

ca 

o 

p 

P 

p 

P 

p 

1 

S5 

P 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

P 

PD 

P 

1 

o 

ss 

Si 

Si 

4 

Si 

Si 

Si 

Si 

P 

1 

w 

M 

w 

M 

D3 

M 

m 

M 

OD 

P 

1 

w 

SS  I • 


CO 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 S 

1 P S3 

COl  ODl-JCnODMI  1 Ml  IMP 

1 P DD 

1 S3 

1 

1 i-( 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 P 

1 

1 P ct 

1 

H 

1 P O 

1 

-P 

IMMIMOdMIMI  I Ipi-j 

1 

1 M'^ 

1 

1 P 

1 

1 

S 1 

1 

p 1 

1 

1 

^ 1 

1 

1 

O 1 

1 

p 1 

1 

M 1 

1 s s: 

P 1 

1 P o 

DD  1 

CO 

IIIMIIIMIII  IMP 

1 

1 P 1 

1 

1 S3 

1 

1 P 

1 

1 w 

1 

i . ^r*^ 

1 

1 hj 

1 

1 P P 

1 

• P P 

1 

H 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 M 1 1 1 P c-l- 

1 

1 M O 

1 

1 P P 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 ^ 

1 W 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

COMIMIIIIIII  IMP 

1 

1 P Cfl 

1 

1 S3 

1 

1 H" 

1 

' P 

1 

■■■  1"  X-* 

1 ^ ct- 

1 

1 P O 

1 

1 P P 

1 

cn 

1 1 1 IMMMI  1 1 1 iP*^ 

1 

1 M 

1 

1 P 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

y : 

p 1 

1 s 

ct  1 

1 P o 

1 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 IMP 

M 1 

1 P 1 

1 

1 P 

1 

1 P 

1 

1 OD 

1 

' 1 Tj 

1 

1 ►xj  H” 

1 

1 P P 

1 

1 p P 

1 

1 

1 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 I 1 P c+ 

1 

1 M O 

1 

1 P P 

1 

1 '<! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


■ f . 


4S»  » o>  Q»:<»  <V  O' V ^ 

r -7.  I-  - .k.  ^ , . 


■T- 


O t 'Q  ^ t , t ^ • * A Ti,  Jt..:-  , . . 

tr*,  j e*  »t>  o jv.  o *0  v fty  fv..n>>  ;jT, 

■a’*'  ■ . ^ - 

*r.Vn».‘v 


! . / f f # wifi 'S 

I*  , ' '..r^^i.f  '’3'  ~ *“’  ''^  <*  W ' 


-•Jli 


« I ^ 


^ ,.  _ , ,_x  '-'T'"  ^ 

V-  ■•  ‘ i’  ’•{S''  ,',  Ah  ‘ •'/,  ^ ^ 


; t 

I 

*' 

'.  I : ' 

»' 


s.  • , ^ -. 

" ' "''  *•  V f'^i  ’ , '■?  ‘ ' ' 


•I  ;:]gA3>. 


* jtvflM  ^ 

I *k  r%  *0 ' # ; 

' ■ V"  fif-  '-V^vi-ic 

7v»  - ^ 


f 

tl-.;, 

*a;K>7V'  W; 


■^:Hr'*‘».'‘=4§'’"^-''", 


•<U 


O ^ >5??  ’ r'«^ -‘Cl  -V  r Ti  ■»  4 


■ ■ A'5  I-':. 


s*  , 


'i.|  »■’  t (li-fsij^  _ ' «,  ■•  '^is.*;.'  i*",'  *;*»;;  ? -■ 

* ‘ ^ ■’  W'^  74%  ^ . u' 

: '■!  ^ - .1 


;'  ''gi*  ' — Ci  ^ H . ’&t 

■ «; i < ^ ^ ^ 


i>.'. 


*1'  ■*  t'TpVmxi  '• 


•a*#'  ^ a 

.'2'< 


.■^<yn>Ti».. ‘ly.^X'i"  '«'^i  !j'' 


■ ' •:,/<% 


'*lS^^^'i^-..  — ,-  T>  . it  - - 


vti' 


7 T7it  ’ -• 


13 


03 

03 

03 

O 

1 

1 

M 

o 

o 

H 

1 <o 

03 

ct 

ct 

03 

1 P 

ct 

ct* 

1 P 

1 p 

o 

cn 

Ch 

g 

1 c+ 

CD 

CD 

p 

1 0 

O 

►o 

3 

4 

1 p 

• 

ct 

CD 

o 

1 

• 

>• 

1 0 

M 

N« 

1 p 

CD 

M 

M 

H 

1 

CD 

CD 

CD 

1 0 

CD 

1 p. 

• 

CD 

CD 

CD 

1 

• 

• 

• 

1 

g 

g 

g 

►=** 

“T 

1 

CD 

P 

CD 

P 

p 

P 

0 

P 

1 

H 

3 

M 

3 

H 

3 

H 

1 

P 

CD 

P 

CD 

P 

CD 

P 

0 

1 

M 

03 

M 

C/3 

M 

03 

M 

M 

1 

CD 

O 

CD 

0 

1 

03 

03 

03 

U1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 ^ O P S 

1 P O 0 o 

CKl 

OJ 

03 

03 

P 

1 P 3 CP  • 

Cn 

<3 

O 

-CJ 

CO 

o 

O 

M 

1 P 3 H' 

• 

1 ct  0 M O 

1 0 P ct  M3 

1 P O 0 

1 ♦ 0 P O 

1 3 P 

O 

1 0 P M 

y 

1 P Ct  0 

M 

H 

M 

M 

1 

1 ct  03 

cn 

hf^ 

CT3 

(43^ 

cn 

cn 

hj 

1 

0 

1 o o 

M 

• 

1 Pi  p 

1 

1 

1 

1 

) 

1 

I p p ip 

Its 

1 H"  O O 

H 

p 

1 P P • 

W 

CO 

ro 

03 

C;3 

O 

M 

1 w H° 

• 

1 P P O 

1 H"  P 

1 P 0 

( p Pj  o 

1 3 P 

o 

1 0 p 03 

ti 

1 o 0 

1 

1 P M 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

H 

M 

1 

It) 

1 

P 

1 P 

1 P^ 

• 

1 0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 P P 

hO 

1 0 0 o 

P 

1 w 3 • 

M 

H 

1 

CD 

-<2 

Cn 

CO 

M 

M 

1 M-  O 

• 

1 m < o 

1 p 0 p 

1 0 pij 

1 

1 P <~i 

S 

1 H-b  p 

O 

1 P M 

P 

1 O 0 

1 

1 3 0 

1 

1 

1 

t 

1 

1 

M 

1 

*D 

1 

P 

1 

M 

1 

1 

( 

1 

h:) 

“t 

1 

1 

1 p SI 

03 

Oi 

C/i 

03 

03 

tP^ 

P 

1 0 o 

00 

cn 

cn 

o 

<5 

hli* 

CO 

M 

1 3 • 

• 

1 P 

1 H'  O 

1 P P 

1 

1 p o 

O 

1 m p 

P 

1 CO 

M 

M 

h-* 

H 

1 

1 0 

CJ3 

cn 

cn 

Cn 

c: 

1 w 

M 

( 

• 

1 

J 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER,  1949 


-./'-  MW. 


y ’ffi  \Ci\ 


’iy* 


'■'V 


It'!^"'  ’» ! 


u ' '■ 

*:■  M - ,% >* 

-f 


g'^'v.;-  • 

' ■.,/  ■"  ' rfjT  ,v 

8.  Av. 

' • *"  ,' " 

'*3  . 

15 

y M. 

a.  ' . V"  v»v 

■.fy':-T*  ,- 

I V 


n {I 

•>  S a *T''y 

♦ f4  ,'^.  «>  ® (V'  ... 

, .i  ',  >•  ti; 

' > 4 jb  < 1 ' : * H'.  f| 

' :r  - ' r ' '.  • ’■* 

' t'-  Q: 

t qr  • M 

♦ • . ' • ■ , ♦ 

', , 1 " ■;  i-  ■■ 

* . > ‘ Nj'  ' ' . '' 


o> 


>fci 

dt* 


A 

jj?. 

H‘. 

'•  'il 

'•’a' 

^v«i 

i 

' 

i.  ‘ . 


:!  '?  W^P- ^'V 

"fr'' 


. \ » w 


* , j-j  ^ ' '\ 

V!»:6  ;■  ] p®  '*'  &•  '’'  . 

■1 


v^^.! '^' 

; * M ".i 

■ - 'f  1 


' 'f 


sni;' 


r.t  - 1 . ■ •'^Ji  . - 

' '♦P  i;  I 

' ^ ■ 

. a;  • “-^M;  “ 

>..  ‘V-t^  : 

I lyifi  thiMi  I.  ^ * 


■ !:'A5:5S?e^{: 


■*r  .1' 


r 


s !■  aC™™.. 

* 7*-v'Ji\.;  r,,'>  “ •it’''*™' 

. Air  .-  A.  y'^  .y 

■ *vfl!  • -i-  ^ < .TR^'  * • .a 

■V  V.V'A?'^ 


t ‘ f.v  ^ * 

^,U^7IiUF^X^ 

I '.'.'l  ‘J I ••*'*■  k'  • * * , 


r 


"A.  i I “' 


yj*'  ;*■  ■ >4 

S’  i)  <Q  ♦ 
in 


/ 1*  /'  .t 


' ',.  ‘.  '...  •V'jp  %> 

:■  .«>, 


''•■=■•■  ■'iSt '•  “. 


14 


GOSFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  ending  51st  Decembery  1949. 


Dear  Dr.  Hopper^ 

I have  pleasure  in  subrultting  to  you,  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949. 

The  appointment  of  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  did 
not  take  place  until  mid-year,  and  in  consequence,  routine  work 
suffered  to  some  extent.  Despite  this  fact,  the  amount  of  work 
accomplished  during  the  year  was  considerable. 

Mr.  George  Oxley,  the  newly  appointed  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector,  commenced  duties  with  this  Council  in  July,  having 
held  a similar  appointment  with  Newburn  Urban  District  Council. 

In  addition  to  possessing  the  statutory  qualification,  Mr.  Oxley 
possesses  the  Meat  and  Food  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute . 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  whole  of  the.  district  has  a piped  supply  provided  by 
the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  There  are  no  common 
stand  pipes  in  the  district,  and  apart  from  eight  premises 
supplied  from  a yard  tap,  all  premises  have  an  Internal  water 
supply. 


No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  no  sam.ples 
wore  procured  by  this  Authority. 

I am  extremely  obliged  to  the  Engineer  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company  for  the  following  information  relating  to 
the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  samples  of  water 
taken  throughout  the  Company’s  area  during  the  year  under  review. 

Bacteriological  Analyses . 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949,  several  samples 
of  water  taken  from  the  Company's  filtration  works  at  Wh.ittle 
Dene  were  analysed  dally  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  house  taps  and  from 
the  trunk  m.ains  on  332  occasions  of  which  329,  or  99.1^  were 
found  to  be  free  from  presumptive  B.  Coli  in  ICC  ccs.,  2 were 
found  to  contain  presum.ptive  B.  Coli  in  ICCccs.,  but  not  in 
ID  CCS.,  and  1 to  contain  B.  Coll  in  ID  ccs.,  but  not  in  1 cc. 

In  each  of  the  cases  check  samples  were  taken  on  the  day  following 
the  adverse  report  and  these  wore  found  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Chemical  Analyses . 

Apart  from  routine  chemical  analyses  at  the  filter  stations, 
23  samples  of  water  were  subm.itted  to  the  City  and  County  Analyst 
for  examjinatlon.  The  average  of  all  these  figures,  in  parts  per 


million,  is;- 

Total  solids  16D 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  12 

Ammonia  D.D8 

Albuminoid  ammonia  D.D5 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  D.7 

Dxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours.  2.35 

Total  hardness  112 

Permanent  hardness  26 

Temporary  hardness  86 
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DRAINAGE  AND  DRAIN  TESTING. 


The  work  of  improving  the  drainage  system  and  sanitary 
accornm.odat ion  at  the  Gosforth  Greyhound  Stadium,  progressed 
favourably  during  the  year.  The  work  should  be  completed  in 
the  early  part  of  1950. 

The  Departm.ent  was  fully  engaged  in  the  examination  and 
testing  of  drains,  principally  on  the  now  housing  estates,  and 
in  connection  with  the  reconstruction  of  existing  drains. 

Numerous  complaints  of  choked  drains  were  received  during 
the  year,  and  in  many  instances  clearance  was  effected  by  the 
Health  Department  staff,  a nominal  sura  being  charged.  Complaints 
of  this  nature  are  promijtly  dealt  with,  and  many  householders 
etc.,  take  advantage  of  this  drain  clearing  service,  thus 
reducing  nuisances  and  inconvenience  arising  therefrom,  to  a 
minimum.  • 

Details  of  Work.'  carried  out. 


Number  of  enquiries  made  224 

Number  of  water  tests  carried  out.  123 

Number  of  smoke  tests  carried  out.  19 

New  drainage  constructed.  500  yards. 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed.  375  yards. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Refuse  Collection. 

The  regular  weekly  collection  of  refuse  and  salvage  was 
maintained  throu^out  the  year.  It  is  apparent  however,  that 
as  new  housing  estates  are  formed,  with  more  and  m.ore  houses 
constructed  and  occupied,  it  will  become  necessary  to  augment 
the  present  staff  of  collectors. 

Despite  the  ever  increasing  cost  of  labour  and  miaterial 
the  annual  expenditure  for  the  financial  year  ending  March  31st, 
1950,  compares  quite  favourably  with  that  of  the  previous 
financial  year. 

The  aim,  of  course,  is  to  secure  the  best  possible  service 
at  the  lowest  possible  cost,  but  it  would  be  unfortunate,  if, 
in  securing  low  costs,  the  efficiency  of  service  provided  was 
impaired. 

Refuse  Disposal . 

The  Brunton  Quarry  Tip  continued  to  be  the  main  point  for 
the  disposal  of  refuse. 

In  view  of  the  lack  of  suitable  sites  within  the  district 
for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  formal  approaches  were  made  to 
neighbouring  authorities  seeking  their  aid  in  this  matter.  This 
problem  of  securing  suitable  sites  is  very  acute,  and,  as  I had 
anticipated,  few  authorities  were  able  to  offer  any  assistance. 

The  question  of  the  erection  of  disposal  works  was 
considered  by  the  Council,  but  schemes  of  this  nature  are 
extremely  costly  and  it  was  decided  to  defer  the  matter  for 
further  consideration  at  a later  date. 
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Salvage  Collection. 

The  withdrawal  of  compulsory  salvage  obligations  (except 
in  the  case  of  kitchen  waste)  had  little  or  no  effect  on  our 
salvage  efforts.  The  public  responded  very  well  indeed  to  our 
demands  for  ’’more  and  more  salvage*'  and  as  will  be  seen,  over 
220  tons  of  waste  paper  were  disposed  of. 

It  was  not  surprising  however,  with  the  position  governed 
to  some  extent  bjr  supply  and  demand  considerations,  that  a 
reduction  in  the  price  received  per  ton  of  waste  paper  was 
suffered,  am.ounting  to  just  over  20^. 


Details  showing  Quantities 

of  salvage 

disposed 

of. 

Mater ials 

Amounts . 

tons . 

cwt s . 

q tr  s . 

Waste  Paper. 

224 

5 

2 

Bones 

6 

2 

Metal 

4 

14 

- 

Kitchen  Waste 

100 

1 

- 

Bottles  etc. 

10 

- 

Textile  s . 

4 

5 

2 

334 

2 

2 

Details  showing  Costs  for  the  year  ending  March  51st,  1950. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

£.  s . d. 

£.  s. 

d . 

Wages  - (refuse  collectors) 

4349.11.  3. 

National  Insurance  (Council's 

Contr ibut ion) 

176.19.  8. 

Superannuation  (Council’s  Contribution) 

161.14.  3. 

Transfer  of  Salaries 

100.  - - 

4788.  5. 

2. 

Motor  Transport. 

Wages  - Mechanics 

158.  4.  1. 

Materials  (repairs  & renewals) 

130.15.  3. 

Oil  & Petrol 

328.  0.  4. 

Tyre  s 

54.  7.  4. 

Licences  & Insurances 

148.10.  - 

Miscellaneous 

11.  4.  4. 

831.  1. 

4. 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE 

£5619.  6. 

6 . 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s . 

d. 

Wages  (Tip  attendant) 

561.  1.  7. 

National  Insurance  (Council's  Con 'bn) 

20 . 0 . 5 . 

Superannuation  (Council’s  Contribution) 

20.18.  4. 

Brunton  Quarry  Tip 

156.15.10. 

Weigh  Charges 

6.14.  5. 

Loan  Charges 

89.  1.  2. 

Transfer  of  Salaries 

50.  - - 

904.11. 

9. 

Motor  Transport. 

Wages  (Mechanics) 

102.18.  7. 

Materials  (Repairs  & Renewals) 

96.16.  3. 

Oil  & Petrol 

106.11.  1. 

Licences  & Insurances 

48.15.  3. 

Miscellaneous 

52.  6.  8. 

407.  7. 

10. 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE  £1311.19.  7. 
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SALVAGE  COLLECTION. 


£.  s . d. 

£.  s . d . 

Wages  (Collectors) 

National  Insurance  (Council’s 

Contribution) 

Superannuation  (Council's  Contribution) 

1534.16.  7. 

29.17.10. 
37.  4.10. 

1601.19.  3. 

Motor  Transport. 

Wages  (Mechanics) 

Materials  (repairs  & renewals) 

Oil  & Petrol 

Licence  s 

Tyres 

Miscellaneous 

102.16.  9. 
49.12.  3. 
86.  2.  8. 
63 . 2 . 9 . 
13.11.  5. 
12.  6.  -. 

327.11.10. 

GROSS  EX 

.PEi^DITURE 

£1929.11.  1. 

SALVAGE  DISPOSAL. 

£ . s . d . 

£.  s . d. 

Wages  (Balers) 

National  Insurance  (Council's 

Contr ibut ion) 

Superannuation  (Council's  Contribution) 
Transfer  of  Salaries 

Weigh  Charges 

Materials 

854.17.  5. 

58.  1.  1. 

59.  1.  9. 
50 . - . - . 

7.10.  2. 
26.16.  5. 

1056.  6.10. 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE  £1056.  6.10. 


Details  showing  Income  for  the  year 

ending  March  31st,  1950. 


SALVAGE  DISPOSAL. 


£.  s . 

d. 

£j  • 

s . d. 

Waste  Paper 

1297.19. 

6. 

Bones 

1.18. 

1. 

Metal 

2.  7. 

Kitchen  Waste 

254.  9. 

6 . 

Bottles  etc. 

6.16. 

- 

Textiles 

53.18. 

6 . 

1617  . 

8.  7. 

Ministry  of  Supply  Claims. 

Waste  Paper 

113.  -. 

6. 

Fitchen  Waste 

6.  6. 

10. 

119. 

7.  4. 

GROSS  INCOME  £1736.15.11. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d . 

Special  Collections. 

16.12.  9. 

16.12. 

9. 

Collection 

Disposal . 

£.  s . 

d . 

£.  s . d . 

Jo  • ^ • 

d. 

Gross  Expenditure 

754-8.17. 

7. 

2368.  6.  5. 

9917.  4. 

Gross  Income 

,16.12. 

9. 

1736.15.11. 

1753.  8. 

8. 

Nett  Cost 

£7532.  4. 

10. 

631.10.  6. 

8163.15. 

4. 

Nett  Cost  per  tons 

16. 

11-8 

1.  5. 

18. 

4-8 

Nett  Cost  per  premises 

19. 

1 

1.  7»2 

1.  0. 

8*2 

Nett  Cost  per  1000 

population 

307.  8. 

9*2 

25.15.  6-4 

333.  4. 

3-6 

Cost  on  Rates  in  the  £ 

• 

9-08 

Estimated  Tonnage  of 

Refuse  collected 

8870  tons 

Estimated  Weight  (cwts 

) 

per  1000  population 

per  day. 

19-8 

cwts  . 

Estimated  Weight  (cwts 

) 

per  premises. 

22*5 

cwts . 

HOUSING. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  was  carried  out  by  your 
Sanitary  Officers  in  connection  with  the  repair  of  dwelling 
houses.  This  was  principally  achieved  by  informal  action  and 
in  only  twenty-three  instances^  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort 
to  formal  action. 

All  cases  dealt  with  form.ally,  were  dealt  with  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1956. 

The  present  position  regarding  the  provision  of  housing 
accommodation  for  persons  inadequately  housed,  precludes  the 
possibility  of  any  immediate  action  being  taken  in  connection 
with  clearance  and  re -deve lopment  areas. 

During  the  year,  I submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  a 
general  statement  in  connection  with  dwelling-houses  which  I 
considered  ripe  for  clearance,  as  soon  as  the  time  was  opportune. 
The  group  of  houses  referred  to  in  my  report  com-prised  about 
120  houses. 

In  attempting  to  place  working-class  dwellings  in  their 
respective  categories,  relative  to  their  unfitness  or  otherwise, 
much  depends  on  Standards  to  be  adopted.  The  Report  of  the 
Standard  of  Fitness  for  Human  Habitation  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee,  recommending  a new  ''standard 
of  fitness*',  represents  a marked  advance  in  this  direction. 

The  group  of  houses  referred  to  above  are  more  or  less 
judged  on  existing  standards.  It  naturally  follows  that  if  the 
sub-com.mittee ' s re cominendatlons  are  to  be  the  yard-stick  of  the 
future,  then  this  group  will  certainly  be  increased. 

I am  informed  by  Mrs.  Watson,  Acting  Housing  Officer, 
that  during  the  year  housing  accommodation,  including  exchanges, 
had  been  found  for  40  families  and  that  the  number  of  applicants 
on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  numbered  955. 
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RATS  A:‘D  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1945. 

The  Council  again  acted,  under  delegated  powers  from  the 
Northumberland  County  Council. 

The  financial  arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  the 
previous  year  i.e.  a consolidated  grant  of  50  per  cent  of  the 
approved  expenditure  incurred  by  the  Council,  availability  of 
this  grant  again  depending  on  the  Council  complying  with  certain 
conditions  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries . 

The  number  of  complaints  received  in  connection  with 
rodent  infestation  was  54,  and  treatment  was  carried  out  at 
52  prem.ises,  Including  both  business  premises  and  private 
dwellings . 

The  results  of  two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  carried 
out  during  the  financial  year  ending  March  31st,  1950,  are  set 
out  below.  The  expenditure  Incurred  in  these  treatments 
amounted  to  £61,  50  per  cent  of  which  will  rank  for 
re  Imbur  sem.e nt . 


Treatment 

No.  of  Manholes 

Pol  son 

Take  s . 

Estimated 

No. 

Bal ted 

Good 

Small 

Kill. 

1 

376 

6 

61 

593 

2 

202 

nil 

44 

330 

VERM IN  0U3  PREM ISE  S . 


Your  Sanitary  Officers  were  actively  engaged  in  dealing 
with  verminous  premises,  the-  chief  pest  trouble  again  being  the 
cockroach.  The  num.b-L-r  of  complaints  received  in  connection 
with  bed-bug  infestations  again  shewed  a decrease,  while  in 
contrast,  there  was  a sharp  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints 
received  in  connection  with  wood-beetle  infestation.  In 

addition  to  dealing  with  the  aforementioned  insects,  your 
Sanitary  Officers  had  to  deal  with  promises  infested  with  fleas, 
flies,  moths  and  wasps. 

In  all  cases,  appropriate  treatment  was  carried  out  and 
revisits  made,  and  when  found  necessary,  further  treatment 
carried  out,  so  as  to  ensure  complete  eradication  of  the  insect 
dealt  with. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1957. 

There  are  62  registered  factories  in  the  district,  43 
mechanical  factories  and  19  non-mechanical  factories. 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  number  of  visits 
and  notices  served  to  remedy  defects  found  in  course  of 
inspection  of  the  various  factories  in  the  district  ’- 
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No.  on 

No.  of 

Notice  s 

Factories 

Register . 

Inspections . 

Served . 

Me  chan i cal 

43 

184 

5 

Non-me  chanical 

19 

38 

3 

Total 

62 

222 

8 

Particulars 

Defects 
i ound . 

Defects 

remedied 

Referred  by 

H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

4 

4 

Sanitary  Conveniences ; - 
(a)  Unsuitable 

6 

6 

(b)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

(c)  Insufficient 

1 

- 

1 

Total 

11 

10 

1 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  & FOOD  PREMISES. 


Milk  Supply. 

Tho  following  Regulations  came  into  force  on  October  1st, 
1949,  and  re-enacted  with  amendments  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1926  to  1943,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations  1936  to  1948. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  ( Pa^itour  ised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Generally  speaking  the  supervision  of  milk  production 
becomes  the  responsibility  of  tho  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  with  local  authorities  retaining  the  duty  of 
controlling  the  distribution  and  sale  of  milk. 

Part  VII  of  the  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  concerning 
infection  of  m.ilk  is  also  administered  by  local  authorities, 
whether  at  dairy  farms  or  other  premises. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  particulars  taken  from  the 
register  as  at  30th  (September,  1949. 


No.  of  persons  registered  as  cow-keepers  2 

No.  of  premises  registered  as  cow-sheds  2 

No.  of  milch  cows  kept  on  registered  premises  50 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  milk  purveyors 

within  the  area  8 

No.  of  milk  purveyors  with  premises  outside 

the  area  retailing  m.ilk  within  tho 
area  13 

No.  of  premises  registered  as  dairies.  2 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order ^ 1956. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  licences  granted  under  the 
above  Order. 

To  sell  '’Tuberculin  Tested''  Milk 
To  sell  Accredited  Milk 
To  sell  Pasteurised  Milk 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  Distributors  of  milk  9 
No.  of  premises  registered  as  dairies  2 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 . 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  sell  "Tuberculin  Tested"  milk  9. 

Milk  (Special  Designations  ) (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1^49. 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  sell  "Pasteurised"  millk  4 
No.  of  licences  issued  to  sell  "Sterilised"  milk  2 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 


B.  Tuberculosis 

Methylene 

Blue  . 

Phos 

phq  ta  se/Tur  b idi  ty. 

Grade  of 
Milk 

o 

> 

-P 

• o 

w 

O 

P-i 

o 

> 

-H 

-P 

cd 

bD 

o 

Total 

Satisfactory 

Un-satis- 
factory . 

Total  j 

% Satis- 
factory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatis- 

fa.ctory 

Total 

% Satis-  ; 

factory 

Ungraded 

2 

9 

11 

35 

14 

49 

71.43 

Accredited 

Tuberculin 

4 

4 

6 

4 

10 

60-00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tested 

6 

6 

18 

3 

21 

85-70 

- 

- 

- 

"T.T."  Cert. 

4 

4 

11 

5 

16 

68-75 

- 

- 

- 

"T.T."  Pastd. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

100-00 

1 

- 

1 

100-00 

Pasteurised 

- 

1 

1 

12 

- 

12 

100-00 

9 

1 

10 

90-00 

'’Heat-treated" 

- 

- 

- 

13 

4 

17 

76-47 

9 

6 

15 

60-00 

Sterilised. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

100-00 

2 

- 

2 

100-00 

Totals 

2 

24 

26 

98 

30 

128 

76-56 

21 

7 

28  . 

75-00 

7 

1 

1 


Insofar  as  these  results  relate  to  the  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test,  there  is  a slight  improvement  upon  the  previous 
year . 

The  disturbing  feature  of  these  results  is  the  high  per- 
centage of  failures  in  the  Designated  milks.  The  Phosphatase  Test 
results  show  a decided  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  failing  to 
pass  this  test.  Only  two  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
Turbidity  Test,  both  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  out  of  twenty- six  samples  of  milk  examined  were 
found  positive  to  B.  tuberculosis. 

In  the  first  case,  subsequent  to  consultation  with  the 
Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  Article  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949, 
was  implem.ented , and  the  supply  of  milk  from  the  farm  concerned 
was  diverted  for  heat  treatment  before  being  sold  for  human 
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consumption.  The  notice  was  eventually  withdrawn,  when, 
following  an  investigation  of  the  herd  by  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Inspector,  one  cow  suspected  to  be  the  offending 
animal,  was  segregated  from  the  rest  of  the  herd. 

In  the  second  case,  following  an  investigation  of  the  herd 
by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  two  cows  were  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Food  Premises. 

All  food  shops  were  regularly  inspected  during  the  year, 
and  it  is  disturbing  to  note  the  number  of  food  shops  which  are 
still  not  equipped  with  reasonable  washing  facilities  for  the 
use  of  persons  employed  therein. 

The  minimum  requirement  in  this  respect  should  bo  a fitted 
wash-hand  basin  with  a constant  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  laid 
on, together  with  a supply  of  soap,  clean  towels  and  a nail-brush. 

Another  m.atter  giving  rise  to  som.o  concern  is  the  lack  of 
refrigerators  in  food  shops.  It  is  extremely  necessary  that  if 
proper  storage  facilities  are  to  be  afforded  perishable  food- 
stuffs, then  this  provision  should  be  made. 

The  Model  Byelaws,  Series  No.  1.  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  Food,  and  Sale  of  Pood  in  the  Open  Air,  when  brought 
into  practice,  should  provide  additional  measures  to  increase  the 
standard  of  food  hygiene  and  the  cleaner  handling  of  food, 
generally. 


Registration  of  Food  Premises. 

During  the  year  nine  applications  were  made  to  this  Council 
for  the  registration  of  food  premises  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Eight  applications  were  in  respect 
of  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  and  one  application  in  respect  of  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  preserved  food.  In  all  cases,  premises 
were  duly  registered  bringjj^g  the  total  of  registered  premises  up 
to  sixty-five. 

Inspection  of  Meat. 

As  in  previous  years  all  slaughtering  of  food  animals  was 
carried  out  in  Ministry  of  Food  abattoirs  situated  in  the  City 
and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Unsound  Food. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  examined  following  their 
voluntary  surrender  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Beef  (Hom.e  killed) 
Beef  (Imported) 
Mutton  (Home  killed) 
Mutton  (Imported) 
Pork  (Imported) 
Poultry 
Fruit 

Canned  Goods 

Cheese 

Sausage 

Suet 

Haggis 

Gravy  Browning 
Cereals 


20-25  St. 
56-75  ’• 

1- 75  ” 
0*45  ” 

2- 35 

6|  lbs. 
24  *' 

440  tins 
4|  lbs. 
31| 

9 

7 •' 

518  pkts. 
105  *' 


9 
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Adulteration  of  Food. 

Articles  of  food  procured  "by  the  Northumberland  County 
Council  Sampling  Officers  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
are  subject  to  the  undermentioned  statutes 

Food  and  Drugs  Act^  1938. 

The  Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939. 

The  Defence  (Sale  of  Pood)Regulations , 1943. 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1946. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Arlidge,  Chief  Weights  and  Measures 
Inspector,  for  the  following  information. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949,  the  samples 
listed  in  the  following  summary  were  taken  from  shops  and 
delivery  vehicles  in  the  Urban  District  of  Gosforth. 


Sample . 

Total 

number 

analysed. 

Samples  certified 
as  adulterated  or 
otherwise  not 
complying  with 
the  Regulations. 

B.P.  Official  preparations 
and  household  medicaments. 

5 

Coffee 

2 

Confect ionery 

1 

Fish  Cakes 

4 

Gelatine 

3 

Ice  Cream 

6 

Jam 

1 

Lard,  Cooking  Fat  etc. 

2 

Meat  Products  (Open  and  Tinned) 

1 

Milk 

59 

Paste  (Meat  or  Fish) 

1 

Soft  Drinks 

2 

Sausages 

6 . . 

• • 2 

Sausage  Meat 

2 . . 

. .1 

Spirits  (Brandy,  Gin,  Rum  and  Whisky). 

3 

Vinegar  (Malt  & Non-brewed) 

3 

Miscellaneous,  (unclassified  samples) 



14 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  three  unsatisfactory 
samples . 


GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 

A perusal  of  the  following  tables  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  number  of  visits  m.ade  in  connection  with  matters  coming  within 
the  purview  of  this  Department,  and  also  with  regard  to  sanitary 
improvements  effected. 


» 
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TABLE  1 . 


Dwelling  Houses  (Nuisances  etc.)  1373 

Housing  Applications  221 

Drain;-  Enquiries  224 

Smoke  Tests.  19 

Water  Tests.  123 

Verminous  Prem.ises  - Visits  and  re-visits.  138 

Infectious  Diseases  - Visits  and  re-visits.  73 

Inf ectious -Diseases  - Disinfections.  43 

Rodent  Infestations  381 

Factories  and  Workplaces  259 

Food  Premises  470 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  etc.  23 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  6 

Supervision  over  Refuse  Collection  88 

Movable  Dwellings  9 

Ditches  and  Streams  5 

Licensed  Premises  15 

Shops  Act.  92 

Schools.  18 

Accumulations,  yard  etc.  26 

Milk  Samples,  enquiries  etc.  143 

Miscellaneous.  233 


3982 

TABLE  II. 


Provided'  with  Damp  Proof  course  2 
Roofs  repaired  39 
Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc.  45 
Plastered  walls  repaired  48 
Plastered  ceiling  repaired  17 
Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  etc.  9 
Sashcords  renewed  13 
Staircases  repaired  8 
Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed  10 
Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed  14 
Chimney  or  chimney  stacks  repaired  10 
Sink  waste  repaired  or  renewed  19 
External  walls  pointed  20 
Internal  walls  rendered  with  waterproofing  materials  30 
Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  4 
Eaves-gut ters  repaired  or  renewed  . 35 
Fall-pipes  repaired  or  renewed  24 
Yard  paving  repaired  2 
Obstructed  drains  cleansed  29 
Obstructed  W.C.'s  cleansed  2 
W.C.  basins  renewed  20 
W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  22 
W.C.  structure  repaired  19 
Ashpits  abolished  1 
Dustbins  provided  205 


647 
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TABLE  III. 


HOUSING. 


1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  Inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts).  261 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation.  Nil. 

(3)  Num.ber  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation.  233 


2 . Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  notices , 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
or  its  officers.  164 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  23 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices; - 

(a)  By  owners  22 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  Owners.  Nil. 


CONCLUSION. 

I would  like  to  conclude  my  report  with  a word  of  praise 
for  Mr.  Oxley,  my  additional  Inspector,  who,  although  he  has 
only  served  this  Council  for  a short  period,  has  proved  himself 
a very  efficient  and  capable  officer. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  clerical  staff  for 
their  continued  loyalty  and  support,  and  also  to  Mr.  Smith, 
the  Cleansing  Pbreman,  and  to  the  outside  staff  in  general. 


Yours  faithfully, 


September,  1950. 


GEO.  STENGER, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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